To: 7th/8th Chorus Members and Parents
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From:  Mrs. Sparks CCM Choral Director

 Your child has expressed interest in auditioning for the North Carolina Honors chorus. 
Below is information concerning this prestigious choral event:
Every year, the Middle School Honors Chorus is held in November, performing at the North Carolina Music Educator’s In-Service Conference in Winston-Salem, NC. This chorus provides an opportunity for the very best singers from across the state (grade 7, 8) to come together and work with a nationally acclaimed choral conductor.  The Honors Chorus festival will take place on November 5th and 6th, in Winston-Salem. As in previous years, the concert will be held in the Stevens Center.

Honors Chorus auditions are held in three regions across the state: West, Central, and East. We will be involved in the Central auditions on September 29th in Greensboro. Normally, over 1,000 students audition for a 160-member choir. Each student will audition in front of a single judge in a closed audition. They will also sight-sing a short melodic exercise. Students will need to access the voice tracks online. All voice parts of all tracks are played on the piano. There are 2 rehearsal tracks for each voice part that are played louder than the accompaniment. This is intended to teach students the notes on their parts. The last track is the accompaniment track, which will play during each student’s audition as they sing their part for the judge. 
Those students interested in auditioning will need to be prepared to stay after school for individual/small group rehearsals.  A rehearsal schedule will be announced once the school year begins. Student will be responsible for rehearsing at home as well. The names of the students who pass the school audition will be posted outside of the chorus door as well as online at my website,  http://ccmssparksmusic.weebly.com .
The rehearsal tracks can also be found using this url:  http://tinyurl.com/zhy53hm
For those students who pass the school audition process will then be invited attend the state auditions in Greensboro, NC on September 29th.  It will be the parent’s responsibility to take their child to the audition. We will travel to Greensboro as a group. Our departure and return times will be based on the audition times assigned to our school. There is a registration fee to audition of $15.oo for those students who pass the local audition as well. Please make checks payable to CCMS. Those students selected to participate must attend all rehearsals in order to perform in the concert which is held in Winston-Salem NC.  It will be the parents’ responsibility to provide transportation, housing and meals during the event.  I will be present for all rehearsals throughout the event.

This is a wonderful opportunity for the serious singer!  Please consider all of the information and requirements to participate in the event.

My child,__________________________, is interested in auditioning for the North Carolina Music Educators’ Middle School Honors Chorus.  I understand my responsibilities to support him/her throughout this event.  

Parent’s Signature_____________________________Contact phone number___________________________

